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looked, unless the nature of the disease is known and how it is spread. This would permit the disease to continue. To illustrate, tick fever is a common disease in the southern states. It affects cattle and is transmitted by the bite of a tick. One might scrub the barn, disinfect the feeding and drinking utensils, and sprinkle lime on the soil of the barnyard, but this would not help. The problem is to get rid of the ticks. This is done by dipping all cattle in the tick-infected territory. General sanitation will not control tuberculosis; all the animals responsible for spreading the germs must be removed from the herd. General sanitation is good; it increases one's self-respect and makes the premises look better and more attractive. One should never try to disinfect the hog lot, cow lot, or chicken yard by sprinkling lime or other chemicals on the soil; it is a pure waste of time. Nature and sunshine will do a much better job. Instead, one should move off the old yard to a new one and give nature a chance to clean up.
Specific sanitation is the important method of combating disease. One should first determine the nature of the disease, learn the cause, find out how it is spread, learn how the germs enter the healthy animal's body, and then, armed with this information, set out to block the way and prevent further losses. In order to control and stamp out an outbreak of tuberculosis in cattle, one must know that the germs of the disease enter the body of the healthy animal through the mouth by means of food and water. Cows often have the lung form of tuberculosis. This makes it very easy for the germs to pass out through the mouth when the animal coughs and thus serves to infect the feeding floor and the water supply. To counteract this, special care should be taken to keep the drinking utensils or cups and the feeding floor clean. This is much more important than a coat of whitewash on the walls.
The present method of hog cholera control places the entire effort on prevention. There is no positive cure for the disease after an animal becomes infected. The use of